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A MESSAGE FROM MRS. HARRIS 

WOW!  It doesn’t seem possible that more than half of the year is over 

already. I am pleased to report that our students are reading and writing 

at even higher levels than in previous years because of the high 

standards set by the teachers and BCPS. The teachers are providing the 

students with very specific feedback on their work and then providing 

them with a chance to make the necessary improvements on a regular 

basis.  This strategy helps the students apply the feedback in order to 

learn from their mistakes. In addition, the students have the opportunity to 

improve their grade.  Please continue to support your child in their 

education by checking their homework, checking their grades and work 

completion on BCPSOne, having them read to you and asking them 

questions about what they are learning in school. I hope by now that all 

of you have signed up for a BCPSOne account.  This account provides 

you and your child with real time data concerning their progress in all 

subjects.  

 

I hope that all of you will be able to join us on Tuesday, March 14th for our 

family Reading and Innovation Night. The students have been working 

hard to earn tickets by participating in our reading incentive that they 

can redeem for prizes or to enter the teacher auction.  In addition, the 

evening will have hands on Innovation challenges and fun reading 

activities for the families to take part in.  Check the flier for more details. 

 

Finally, I wanted to let you know that I have not been in school for the last 

couple of weeks. In January I fell in the school lobby greeting the students. Unfortunately that fall resulted in a 

broken right wrist. I recently had surgery to repair the damage, which was more involved than I thought. I am 

hoping to be cleared to return to work on March 29. Please know that I am in constant contact with school. 

Your students are in excellent hands under the leadership of my A.P., MeLissa Powers. If you have any 

questions or concerns during my absence, just contact MeLissa at mpowers@bcps.org 

 

We Are TEAM Fort 

Garrison! 

Technology 

Environment 

Accessing Tomorrow 

Motivated students & 

teachers 

 
 

  
  

Upcoming Events 

 

  March 10- PTA Movie Night 

  March 14- FGES Reading Night 

  March 16- Spirit Day 

  March 17- School Banking 

  March 21- PTA Meeting 

  April 3-  PARCC Testing begins 

  April 10-17- Spring Break- Schools     

closed 

  April 18-  Schools Reopen 

 

 

 

  

Principal:  Karen Harris 

 

Assistant Principal: MeLissa Powers 

www.fortgarrisones.bcps.org 

www.fortgarrisonpta.com 

 

mailto:mpowers@bcps.org


 

2 

 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

As the weather finally turns warmer and the days grow longer, families often plan for the summer ahead. 

Decisions regarding the end-of-the-year schedule will need to be finalized once the Board of Education 

announces definite plans for the end of the school year. As soon as the Board of 

Education makes a decision, that information will be shared with you. At Fort 

Garrison, plans for the end-of-the-year activities will not be finalized until the Board of 

Education announces the schedule for the end of the current school year.    

 

 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR 

Are you planning to move your child to a different school for the 2017-18 school year?  If so, please 

contact the office at 410-887-1203. This information will assist us as we plan next year’s grade level 

organizations.   

 

SPECIAL TRANSFER APPLICATION PERIOD 

“In accordance with Board of Education Policy and Superintendent’s Rule 5140, STUDENTS: Enrollment and 

Attendance, Baltimore County Public Schools will be accepting Applications for Special Transfer for the 2017-

18 school year from parent(s)/guardian(s) who are requesting special transfers within the school system. 

Applications are available in all Baltimore County Public Schools and should be completed and submitted to 

the requested school principal between April 1, 2017 and June 1, 2017. Applications may not be accepted 

prior to April 1st and will not be accepted after June 1st. Additionally, Policy and Rule 5140, as well as a copy of 

the Application for Special Transfer, are accessible via the Baltimore County Public Schools web site, 

www.bcps.org.”  Decisions regarding special transfer requests will not be made until mid-August 2017. 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Our Kindergarten Registration will take place on Wednesday, March 29, 2017. Children who will turn five on or 

before September 1, 2017, are eligible to register for kindergarten. You will need to bring the following 

documentation with you in order to complete the registration process: 

1. Your child’s birth certificate                                                        

   2. Your child’s immunization records                                                

3. Your proof of residency, which may include a copy of your lease, your tax bill, or your mortgage coupon 

book.  

4. Three pieces of current mail with your current address (no junk mail)                                                                                                    

5. Your photo ID showing current address. 

If you know a family who has a child entering kindergarten who might not receive our newsletter, please 

share this information with them.     

 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
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EARLY ADMISSION INTO KINDERGARTEN 

An early admission into kindergarten process is available for students demonstrating advanced learning 

characteristics. Parents may request that their child be screened for early admission into kindergarten at Fort 

Garrison if their child turns five (5) years of age after September 1, 2017, and no later than October 14, 2017. 

The parent must submit a written request for their child to be assessed for early admission to the principal no 

later than June 1, 2017. The letter of request should include the following information: name of child, child’s 

date of birth, name, address and phone number of parent, and reason for the request. 

 

READING & INNOVATION NIGHT 

Please make note of the upcoming family Reading & Innovation Night! Tuesday, March 14th from 5:00-8:00pm. 

There will be food trucks, wind tunnel challenge, Innovation challenges and more!! Please see flier at the end of 

the newsletter for more details! We hope to see you all there! 

 

FROM THE HEALTH SUITE-MRS. CAULK  

As spring approaches, we begin to think about allergies and outdoor play safety, as well as the off and on 

issues throughout the year such as pink eye, strep, and head lice. 

PINK EYE  

If your child has a pink sclera (white of the eye), accompanied by itching, it could be caused by an allergen, 

a virus, or a bacteria. Because bacterial conjunctivitis is contagious, you may be asked to pick him or her up 

and get a doctor note stating your child is not contagious and able to return to school. Generally, it is helpful 

to see the doctor no matter the cause, as non-contagious issues can be addressed so that your child is not 

distracted by the symptoms, and free to focus on learning. Most commonly eye drops are prescribed 

appropriate to the cause. 

MEDICATION  

Remember that any medication needed on a regular basis at school requires a Doctor Order 

Form and a supply of the medication, even over the counter medications. The Discretionary 

Consent form allows me to give Tylenol and cough drops for the occasional headache or 

cough, in keeping with the protocols. Students are not allowed to carry medication; it must 

be provided adult to adult. You may send in cough drops with a note if you have already given permission on 

the discretionary sheet, but they must be accompanied by a note from you, and go directly to be stored in 

the health suite. 

PLAYGROUND SAFETY  

Falls from playground equipment are a major source of injury, so please be sure your 

student is wearing shoes that fit securely as they climb and run. Also, reinforce “one 

person at a time” guidelines and “look where you are going” to prevent collisions. 

For many students common sense is an acquired skill – not one they are born with! 
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MUD, BLOOD, AND SUCH  

I would also ask that parents provide a change of clothing for each student, which can be kept 

in their locker. “Things happen”, such as bloody noses, spilled drinks, mud, and not making it to 

the bathroom in time. Students feel so much better when they can change in to their own 

clothing. 

THINGS THAT CRAWL  

Head lice continue to plague us off and on. Many of you are vigilant in checking your 

students’ heads at least once a week, looking for those tiny glued-to-the-hair-shaft white 

ovals that are nits – the eggs of lice. Although lice do no harm, they are distracting with the 

itchiness, and certainly a tremendous amount of work to eradicate. Therefore I ask that all 

parents join in the vigilant head checking. 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION  

Last, Kindergarten registration is fast approaching on March 29. There will be a health 

packet to complete for each child who enters. Essential to registration are immunizations – 

registration is not considered complete until evidence that a child is fully immunized has 

been provided. All children need 4 DPT vaccines, 3 Polio vaccines, 3 Hepatitis B vaccines, 

plus 2 MMRs and 2 Chickenpox vaccines that are all after the first birth date. Be prepared to 

share medical and developmental history for your child as well. Look over and complete as much as you can 

of the parent portion of the packet, as this will allow registration to move quickly and smoothly. Spread the 

word to families new to FG! 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY- MRS. O’DONNELL 

Black Eyed Susan Award  

This month in Library, students will be reading several books that have been nominated for the 2016 Maryland 

Black Eyed Susan Award. This award is voted on by children in the state of Maryland. This year 15 books have 

been nominated in the Picture Book category and 10 chapter books have been nominated in the Grades 4-6 

category. Students will be evaluating the books and voting for their favorite using an online ballot. To see the 

full list of this year’s nominees, visit http://www.bcpl.info/find-materials/black-eyed-susan-award-2016-2017 

Digital Safety Tip 

In the beginning of each year, we learn about digital citizenship and online safety in library. Now might be a 

good time for a refresher with your children. Common Sense Media has some great resources about 

cyberbullying and making safe choices on the internet. Visit https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parent-

concerns for more information. 

 

BOOK FAIR 

Please join us for our annual Book Fair on Tuesday, March 14, 2017 5:30-8:00 PM in the school library. This year 

teachers have created Classroom Wish Lists and you may purchase a book from the fair for your child’s 

teacher. Also, the fair will run online until March 21, 2017. Click the link below to shop online.  

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/fortgarrison 

http://www.bcpl.info/find-materials/black-eyed-susan-award-2016-2017
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parent-concerns
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/parent-concerns
http://www.scholastic.com/bf/fortgarrison
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ART ROOM NEWS-MRS. HULSE 

Youth Art Month: Families are invited to stop by the Pikesville 

Library Wednesday, March 15, from 6-8 to celebrate the work of 

FGES artists in grades K-5. Invitations were sent home last week 

for students who have artwork included in the exhibit. The show 

will be up until the end of April.  

Owings Mills High School Youth Art Month Exhibit: Work from 

northwest area elementary, middle, and high schools will be on 

display at OMHS. This is a huge event in which students of all 

ages in our community are honored for artistic expression.  It is a 

wonderful opportunity for students, teachers, parents, and 

community members to gather, mingle, appreciate, and 

admire the fruits of our students’ labors.  The exhibit features artwork from students K-12 and every student that 

is selected is recognized and celebrated.  It is a true pleasure for all of us to bask in the glow of our students’ 

pride and excitement throughout the course of this event. Art Show Reception:  Wednesday March 22nd, 

2017.  Location: OMHS Gymnasium (124 Tollgate Rd Owings Mills, MD). Time: 6:00-8:00 PM 

Invitations for FGES students in this show will be sent home this week. 

Education Foundation Grant: Fourth graders will be participating in a special art experience this spring thanks 

to a grant from the Education Foundation. Students will meet with Baltimore artist, Paul Daniel to view his work 

and create designs for a solar-powered kinetic sculpture. I’m looking forward to seeing what our young 

inventor/artists create! 

Mrs. Hulse 

 

PE NEWS & NOTES-MRS. GRAPES 

The 5th graders had an amazing week with ballroom dance. They learned dances like the cha-cha, tango 

and swing. It was great to see them all dressed up and showing off the skills they were exposed to. Fourth and 

fifth graders are working hard to complete their Fitnessgram tests. These tests again are meant to show their 

current fitness levels to see areas they excel in and areas they perhaps may need to try to improve in. All 

students have been introduced to the three main fitness components which are cardiovascular endurance, 

muscular strength and endurance and flexibility. They have been shown multiple exercises and activities that 

fit into each category so they can work on these things outside of school. We are going to continue to work 

on the concepts the remainder of the year through a variety of new activities. 

Save the date!! Field Day is scheduled for Friday, June 2nd. A sign-up genius will be sent out soon so you can 

register to help out on this amazing day. 

 

MUSIC NOTES -MRS. CASE & MR. STOJAK 

It is time to start thinking about the final concerts of the year! 

  Students in Fourth and Fifth Grade will present a musical entitled, A Kid’s Life, on Tuesday, May 9th at 

7:00PM.  Please keep an eye out for emails about dress and the need for volunteers. 
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 Fifth Grade students participating in the Instrumental Music Program will present their culminating 

concert near the end of the school year.  Third Grade will present recorder selections they have been 

learning on the same evening.  Be watching for final information in next month’s newsletter. 

 On a date TBD, students in Kindergarten will sing for their parents and families.  Look for more information 

on this next month.  

BCPS is again offering students in Fifth Grade or higher a low-cost, half-day music camp at the end of 

June.  It culminates in a performance at Oregon Ridge.  See the applications posted across from Mrs. 

Case’s room for more information. 

The music department continues to receive information about music camps and local performing 

ensembles.  Much of it is posted in the library hallway.  Feel free to contact Mrs. Case with questions about 

these opportunities. 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

It’s never too late to open a savings account at school. Applications are available by contacting Mrs. Grapes 

or come see us on the next banking day which is Friday, March 17th. Here are the remaining banking days for 

the rest of the year: 

April 21  May 19   June 9 

 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER- MRS. LEPLEY 

  During the month of March, our counseling lessons are focused on 

Identifying and Coping with Emotions and Feelings. Ask your student 

what they are learning when I visit their classroom and check their 

folder for more information. . 

 This May, I would love to host a Career Day at Fort Garrison. Last 

year, we hosted 15 parents who came to share information about 

their career with our students. If you are interested in sharing your 

time and career information with our students, please email me at 

clepley@bcps.org and we can start planning this exciting event! 

  With no snow days and spring break still a few weeks away, we are in the season of the school year where 

meanness seems to pop up. More recess and lunch conflicts tend to occur this time of year. Review with your 

child the ways that they can resolve a conflict peacefully with a peer. I am working hard in my counseling 

lessons to teach and allow students to practice these skills. It is a crucial life skill for children to be able to work 

things out with peers. The students should be able to tell you many strategies they have for resolving a 

friendship problem. Thanks for helping me to empower the students in this area! 

BIG NEWS!! 

We will host Detective Paul Ciepiela from the Baltimore County Police Department on Tuesday March 21, 2017 

from 6:30- 8:00. Detective Ciepiela will speak to intermediate students during the day. He will present on Social 

Media, internet safety, and responsible internet usage. This is a “can’t miss” event. The PTA will be sending an 

evite and you can also reply to my email to let me know you can attend. clepley@bcps.org We will learn 

about how to empower our kids to make good choices when using technology, and how to do our part to 

keep their safety in mind.  

mailto:clepley@bcps.org
mailto:clepley@bcps.org
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     Thanks for all that you do to support the school counseling program here at Fort Garrison!  

Kate Lepley        

clepley@bcps.org  

 

 

        

mailto:clepley@bcps.org
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